
 

 

 

 

9th Grade Information  

 



The Counseling Department 
 Suzanne Woolfolk 

 

 - AP Curriculum & Instruction  

 

 Fabian Morales 

 

 - 9th & 10th Grade Intervention 

 

 April Torres    

 - A – G 

 

 Georgiana Watson 

 - H – Q 

 

 Andrea Booth 

 

 - ELD 1 – 2, R-Z 9th and 10th grade 

 

 Alexandra Furgiuele (returning March 1st) 

 

 - BSCP College Pathways Counselor 

 

 Terri Fenech 

 

 - College & Career Advisor 

 

 
 

 

 







CAHSEE  Exam 

 California High School Exit Exam- In order to 

receive a CA high school diploma, every student must 

successfully pass both sections ( Math & ELA) of the exam.  

 Taken Sophomore Year- Spring Semester 

(February 2011) 

 Results sent home in the summer (July) 

 Need a 350 to pass the exam.  

 



College Admissions Requirements 
 

California State University 

 

University of California 

 

Most Private/Independent 

Colleges 

  

“a” Social Science         2 years 

(UCs recommend 3 years) 

“b” English                      4 years 

“c” Math                          3 years 

(Both universities recommend 4 years) 

“d” Lab Science              2 years 

(UCs recommend 3 years) 

“e” World Language        2 years 

            (UCs recommend 3 years) 

“f” Visual & Performing Arts 1 yr 

“g” Electives                         1 yr 

 Tests:  SAT Reasoning or ACT 







College Testing 

PSAT 

 Given in October; can be taken in 10th grade as practice; given to 
all 11th grade students as a qualifying test for the NMSQT and as 
practice for the SAT 

 

SAT Reasoning 

 Usually taken in the spring semester of 11th grade 
 

ACT 

 Usually taken in the spring semester of 11th grade 
 

SAT Subject Tests 

 Usually required by the private colleges; two required for the UC 
system 

 

 

 



SAT vs. ACT 

   SAT   ACT 
No. of times offered: Seven times per school year  Six times per school year 
 

Test structure: Critical Reading, Math, Writing    Reading, English, Math, Science    
      Writing (Optional) 

Test content:                                     Math:  up to geometry and   Math:  up to trigonometry 

   Advanced Algebra (3/4)  Reading:  four passages, one  

   Reading:  sentence completions,  each of Prose Fiction, Social 

   Short and long critical reading  Science Humanities, and Natural Science 

   Passages, reading comprehension  English:  stresses grammar 

   Writing:  grammar, usage, word   Science:  charts, graphs, and data  

   choice, and a mandatory essay   interpretations 

      Writing:  optional essay   
  

Penalty/wrong answers Yes, ¼ of a point for wrong answer   No 

   on multiple choice questions 
           

Test scores:  200-800 per section, added   1-36 for each subject, 

   together for a score of 600-2400  average of 4 test scores for composite score   
   2-12 for the essay (sub score)  1-36 for English & Writing  

      2-12 for the essay (sub score) 

Sending scores: 
(Four free score  If a student requests a score   There is a “Score Choice” 

reports can be sent  Report be sent to specific colleges,   option.  Students can choose 

at each test sitting) the report includes the scores the   which schools receive their 

   student received on every SAT   scores AND which scores    
  taken (inclusive up to test date)   the schools see 

 



Freshman Planning 
Through Naviance 

 What We’ve Done So Far: 

 Contact Information 

 Career Inventory/Personality Type 

 Add Parent/Guardian 

 

 What We’ll Do Next: 

 4 year planning 

 Curriculum/Class Scheduling 

 Individual student meetings 

 



Classroom Visitations 

 
 Social Studies classes 

 Bring to lab, 2/17, 2/21 thru 2/24 

 Individual Meetings w/ Counselor 

 Begins March 1st (takes most of March) 

 Teacher Recommendations 

 Can be viewed on Naviance after Feb 29th 

 Course Preview Day-February 29th 

 

 

 

 



What You Should Know 

 6th or 7th Period Day? 

 AS/Honors/AP 

 How much is too much? 

 AP Testing 

 AS/Honors/AP Contract 

 9th Grade – Transcript Grades 

 Dispelling the myth 

 

 



Advanced Placement (AP) 
What Can AP do for students? 

 Achievement: 

 Allows students to explore what they are truly passionate about 

 Provides the opportunity to earn credit or advanced placement for 

college 

 Stand out in the college admissions process 

 Preparation: 

 Improve academic skills 

 Develop better study habits 

 Sharpen problem solving skills 

 Confidence: 

 Better prepared to tackle challenges 



AP Tests 

 Scores of 3 or higher on AP tests will earn 

college credit, placement in higher level classes, 

or both 

 College expectation is that students take the AP 

test after completing an AP course  

 AP test registration is in February (through the 

College and Career Center with Terri Fenech)  

 

 



















Complete 

Incomplete 











California Scholarship Federation 

 What- Established in 1920’s as a statewide honor organization 

based on good merit 

 Who- Students who take academic classes from the CSF List. Each 

class is given a point value… 

 Why- Students who maintain membership for 4 of their last 6 

semesters (one must include senior year) are honored in the Senior 

Awards Ceremony and can get possible scholarship opportunities and 

put on college applications 

 Membership based on freshmen grades does not count towards Life 

Membership  
 CSF Advisor- Ms. Torres   

 



Summer Plans 

 SMUHSD Summer School 

 Hillsdale and San Mateo 

 June 11th – July 20th  (Blended Learning orientation, June 7th ) 

 Make-up classes (F grade) only 

 Concurrent Enrollment (community college) 

 Minimum 2.0 GPA 

 Class on transcript/not always 

 Class must be pre-approved by counselor and/or administrator 

 Visit the College & Career Center for: 

 Work Experience (Work permit required) 

 Volunteer  Opportunities 

 

 

 


